


Snuggle your way through winter at these 
Midwestern lodges and resorts. 

BY DENNIS R. HEINZE 

It was almost like a movie set. As night fell, the lights from the 
shop windows of the restored Victorian buildings in quaint Galena, 
Ill., aast a glow on the street as snow fell all around us. My wife and 
1 wandered into a brewery and found a table by the window where 
we could watch the beautiful street scene and relax. 

Vacationers are often drawn to the beach and trnpical destina
tions in summer, but winter calls out for cozy escapes like charm
ing Galena. There's something distinctly romantic about the sea
son, whether you're traveling for Valentine's Day or just because. 
Couples draw closer as they head out into the cold to shop, hike, 
or to snuggle by a bonfire. And candlelit restaurants beckon din
ers into the warmth. 

This winter, set your hearts afire with this sampling of Mid
western accommodations and destinations. 
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GETAWAY TO GALENA 
Located in far northwest lllinois, 

Galena entices weekend travelers 
year-round, but winter offers some 
unforgettable delights. Founded in 
1826, Galena looks much as it did 
during the time of the Civil War, although now the historical red 
brick buildings are home to charming boutiques and restaurants. 
Shoppers will find antiques, clothing, jewelry, and nearly anything 
else they can imagine. With more than 125 shops along the main 
street, it is known as the Helluva Half Mile. 

Galena is renowned for its array of bed-and-breakfasts that 
dot the picturesque hillsides surrounding the town. In addition, 
there are hotels and resorts to choose from, including Eagle Ridge 

Resort and Spa that's just a short drive from downtown. 
One of the best features of the resort is its setting in 

The Galena, Territory, a semi-private, 6,800-acre planned 
residential and recreational resort community. Though 
much of lllinois was flattened by glaciers, the area around 
Galena was spared, so guests at the resort enjoy rugged 
ridges that drop to rolling hills and woodlands. 

In addition to rooms at the resort, some of which over
look Lake Galena, a variety of villas and distinctive homes 
are available. 

If they wanted, guests could choose never to leave the 
resort. There's the Stonedrift Spa that offers a range of treat-

, ments, including couples massages. Plus, guests can dine 
on steaks, seafood, and pasta in the Woodlands Restaurant. 
Don't miss the Sinsinawa Mound Sinnablast, a decadent mix 
of dense, caramel-cinnamon bread with a crusty exterior 
and hot soft interior topped with caramel, white chocolate, 
chopped pecans, and a dusting of powdered sugar. It's big 
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enough to share with your sweetie. 
Yet simply staying inside isn't an op

tion at Eagle Ridge, which specializes in 
cold weather fun. Each winter, the club
house at the resort's South Golf Course 
is transformed into the Nordic Ski and 
Winter Sports Center. Guests can go 
cross-country skiing and sledding, as well 
as skate on a 1-acre pond. 

The best time to visit, however, is 
during the Winter Carnival over Presi
dent's Day weekend, this year Feb. 15-18. 
In addition to the normal Nordic Center 
activities, there will be Fire and Ice Winter 
Glow shows when bonfires and hot air balloons will illuminate the 
night. There will also be mini ice and snow golf, and the Ice Bar 
will serve up cold drinks and warm chili. 

Above: Many of the cabins 
at Big Cedar Lodge are 
nestled in the forest . Big 

Cedar Lo(:lge 

Far Left: Cedar Crest Lodge 
offers 12 distinctive rooms, 
including the Tuscan Manor 
Suite . Jumping Rocks 

Left: Guests at Eagle Ridge 
Resort can take advantage 
of a couples massage in the 
Stonedrift Spa . Eagle Ridge 

)~ Set on Table Rock Lake about 8 miles south of Branson, the 
4,600-acre resort features 260 rooms spread a~ross a collection 
of lodges, cottages, and private log cabins. Every cabin and most 
of the cottages have wood-burning fireplaces. There are also four 

RUSTIC ELEGANCE beautiful chapels on site that are perfect for weddings. 
Tucked in the Ozark Mountains in southwest Missouri, Big Ce-.... _ · · During our winter visit, snow blanketed the unspoiled wilder

dar Lodge was created by noted conservationist Johnny Morris, ness landscape surrounding the lodge. As we checked in, the dra
wlfo also helms Bass Pro Shops. Big Cedar wasn't the first wilder- matic view of the lake and countryside from a wall of windows at 
ness resort, but Morris certainly perfected the concept. Guests Falls Lodge took our breath away. After settling into our cabin, we 
find hand-hewn log beams, antler chandeliers, stone fireplaces, explored the property, and there's much to explore. 
and cabin-style decor everywhere. It's the perfect marriage of rus- Big Cedar Lodge's sister park, Dogwood Canyon Nature Park, 
tic beauty and modern luxury. is a 10,000-acre wilderness paradise for outdoor enthusiasts fea-



turing a variety of experiences, including horseback riding, tram 
tours, fishing, and hiking. In the winter, flocks of bald eagles make 
their home in the park. Guests might also spot herds of great 
American bison, e'ik, whitetail deer, and more. 

Also on site are a fitness center and the Cedar Creek Spa, 
which features 12 luxurious treatment rooms with in-room fire
places. A roaring fireplace serves as the backdrop to the saunas, 
hot spas, and steam rooms, and the indoor grotto pool is softly 
illuminated with candles lining rustic stone walls. 

Don't miss the Top of the Rock, a nature-based heritage pre
serve featuring the Lost Canyon Cave and 
Nature Trail that is open year-round weath
er permitting. Guests ride along a 2 ½-mile 
trail in electric carts and see stunning rock 
formations, beautiful views of Table Rock 
Lake, waterfalls, and the remarkable cave. 
There's also a wine cellar and two restau
rants that offer amazing views. 

COUNTRY ESCAPE 
Located about an hour south of Kansas City, Mo., in Pleasan

ton, Kan., Cedar Crest Lodge delivers nature-inspired getaways 
on its more than 100 acres of land. Situated on top of a hill, the 
award-winning bed and breakfast overlooks a beautiful landscape 
of rolling hills, meadows, and sprawling gardens. In fact, a portion 
of the property is a Certified Wildlife Habitat. While spring and fall 
are the best times to explore the property's walking trails, winter 
offers a peaceful time to enjoy the quiet outdoor sanctuary. 

After a brisk walk, retreat to the warmth of the lodge, which 
has 12 unique rooms, each with its own distinct ambiance. You'll 
feel like you're staying in the Italian countryside in the Tuscan 
Manor Suite, which features a Jacuzzi tub and warm decor. 

You also can warm up with a hot basalt stone massage in the 
lodge's private spa, which offers a variety of other packages for 
singles and couples. 

Dining is a true farm-to-table experience, with much of the 
produce served grown on site. Among the favorites for breakfast, 
which is included, are pumpkin pancakes and the smoked bris
ket quesadilla. Guests can order a picnic lunch, and dinners are 
available featuring beef tenderloin in burgundy wine sauce, wild 
Alaskan glazed salmon, Chilean sea bass, and more. 

AMERICAN CLASSICS 
When guests visit French Lick Resort in southern Indiana, they 

have a choice of two historical hotels that date to the mid-1800s. 
French Lick Springs Hotel is listed on the National Register of His-
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Above: The spectacular domed atrium 
at West Baden Springs Hotel spans 200 
feet. French Lick Resort 

Left: A delicious breakfast at Cedar 
Crest Lodge. Jumping Rocks 

toric Places, while the West Baden Springs 
Hotel is a National Historic Landmark. 
Both are AAA Four Diamond hotels. 

Once visited by the likes of Clark Gable and Elizabeth T~ylor, 
French Lick Springs Hotel has preserved its original grandeur 
while adding high-tech amenities. The hotel originally drew 
guests for the area's sulfur springs, but those "miracle waters" 
have nothing on the restorative powers of the luxurious hotel for 
couples today. 

And nearby is the West Baden Springs Hotel, which was once 
called the "Eighth Wonder of the World" with its spectacular 
domed atrium that spans 200 feet. Rooms rise-in six tiers around 
the dome, and inner rooms overlook the magnificent atrium while 
outer rooms overlook manicured lawns. 

Guests will find an array of activities to keep them busy, 
including the French Lick Casino and three golf courses at the 
resort. Each hotel also has its own spa, and th~re's also a bowling 
alley, fitness centers, hiking and biking trails, indoor tennis courts, 
and riding stables, as well as indoor and outdoor pools. 

Dining options abound at the resort, with 16 restaurants rang
ing from casual to upscale. For a romantic dinner, try Sinclair's 
Restaurant in West Baden Springs Hotel. This is fine dining at its 
finest with steaks and lobster fettuccine. Save room to share the 
signature Chocolate Dome, chocolate mousse layered with choc
olate cake and ganache shell. 

No matter.where you stay, the best part will be spending time 
\ 

,together. After couples escape to these destinations, they'll likely 
Wish winter would take place more than once a year. • 

Dennis R. Heinze is regional editor of the AAA Midwest Traveler. 
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