


WHAT HAPPENS 
IN BRANSON ... 

is totally up to you. Paddle pristine 
Ozark waters. Bike through sculpted 
nature. The wholesome, mini-Vegas 

strip is sporting fresh acts. And even 
Tiger approves the fairway views. 

WRITER Timothy Meinch 



n 2015, a sinkhole created 
a 70x40-foot divot at the 
highest point above Table 
Rock Lake in the Missouri 

Ozarks . Rather than shudder 
at the threat to his pristine 
Top of the Rock golf course , 
or fill it in , owner and Bass Pro 
Shops founder Johnny Morris 
envisioned a new attraction . 
Keep digging . Three years and 
72,000 dump truck loads later , 
the excavation continues . He's 
looking for a connection to a 
cave he found decades ago on 
the far side of the property. The 
sinkhole project has destroyed a 
Tom Watson-des ign ed putting 
gr een at the golf course . 

But under the name Cath edral 
of Nature , it 's already turn ing 
heads . If the sinkhole plot line 
sounds familiar , it should . 
Branson 's stap le theme park , 
Silver Dol lar City, was itself built 
on a natural cavern . Marv el Cave 
sta rted drawing big cro wds 
wh en Elvis was still shaking his 
hips in black and white . Then 
came roller coaste rs, kit schy 
t hri lls and star-spangled go spel 
shows . By the late '80s , Branson 

had lodged itself (in all its 
gaudy , neon glory) in the soul 
of the Ozarks. 

But the Branson of today is 
delivering more than mini golf 
and slapstick comedy . Ziplines 
swoop down from a 250-foot 
tower and span lakes . Hikers and 
cyclists can explore trails along 
limestone bluffs and hundreds 
of miles of shoreline . A new 
wave of tribute shows salutes 
bands that peaked after the 
eight-track tape . 

Then there 's Johnny . On the 
edge of Branson, his luxury
wilderness resort , Big Cedar 
Lodg e, is ca rving premier 
go lf courses into the Ozark 
Mountains . Since 2014, Top of 
th e Rock has drawn some of 
golf 's biggest names for a PGA 
event each spring . The buzz 
has even won over Tiger Woods . 
He's partner ing with Johnny 
to open his first publi c cou rse, 
Payn e's Valley , w ith 19 hol es 
set to op en next year-bar ring 
any sinkhole surpr ises. 



ON THE WATER 

PLAY Just west of 
Branson, the 

spidery fingers of TABLE 

ROCK LAKE attract anglers, 
water-skiers and padd lers. 
For a coo ler (literally) day 
on the water, v isit river
like LAKE TANEYCOMO, 
chilled al l summer lon g by 
the cold flow out of Table 
Rock 's dam. You can rent 
a pontoon or paddleboard 
and wet suit. Bring bass 
tackle for Table Rock or a 
trout rig for Taneycomo. 

of Table Rock Lake from 
the veranda at CHATEAU 
GRILLE with a six-page 
wine list and optional 
chef's table dining Or 
keep it casual at the 
WHITE RIVER FISH HOUSE. 
The floating -barge 
restaurant on Taneycomo 
offe rs gato r and venison. 

UNDER THE LIGHTS 
76 Country Boulevard 
(aka The Str ip) is a 
blur of be loved country 
shows, new acts, go-karts 
and bungee drops But 
ove r-the-top fun spills 
off the main drag , too. 

OUR TOP PICKS 
The old 75-story Ferris 
wheel from Navy Pier. 

Animals and human actors 
enacting Bible stories at 
the dynamic Sight and 
Sound Theatres. 

Bigfoot on the Strip's 
200-foot-free-fall tower. 

DOAS'TE/2.S' f/ D/2.AFTS' 
Thanks to cars that spin around during the 
r id e, you can witness terror and joy on your 
friends' faces while riding Time Traveler. It's 
the new, tallest-and-fastest-of-its-kind ro ller 
coaster at SILVER DOLLAR CITY. Between 
screams (award -w inning Outlaw Run is 
another hit), check out the park's artists, 
including g lassb lowers and blacksmiths. 



JOHNNY'S WORLD 
There's Branson. 

And just beyond it: 
the nature-inspired, 

Disney-like creations 
of Johnny Morris. Pick 
your adventure from 
Missouri's native son. 

Big Cedar Lodge 
Dozens of cabi ns 
in t he woods and 
th ree hote l- lodges 
do t t he vast resort 
on Tab le Roc k Lake. 
Chill in Ceda r Creek 
Spa 's Ice Room a nd 
cand le lit gro tto. 
Rent a boat at the 
p rivate mar ina . 
Head to Dev il's Poo l 
for rus tic dining. 

OOLFE/2'8 PA /2AIJ/ 8 E 

Buffa lo Ridge Spr ings and the Jack Nicklaus-designed 
Top of the Rock courses reopened in 2014. Then Big 

Cedar added Mountain Top (pictured). Ozarks 
Na tional will soon follow. Next year, Tiger Woods' 

Payne's Valley, a tribute to the late Payne Stewart of 
Missouri, will seal Branson as a national golf hot spot. 

Dog wood Canyon 
Nature Park 
So me wa ter fa lls, 
br idges and tro ut 
pools may be 
scu lpted, but t he 
canyo n, rive r and 
wildlife are real. 
Wa lk the paths, wet 
a fly, or ride a tram , 
bike o r horse 
through the 10,000-
acre nature park. 

Los t Canyon Cave 
and Nature Trail 
Keep your ha nds 
inside the golf cart 
while navigat ing a 
fo ur-story cave 
(drive-t hroug h bar 
and waterfall 
inside). Along the 
2.5-mile path , look 
out for ca nyo ns, 
Amish br idges and 
a fake bear cave. 

Big Cedar's Bent Hoo k 
Marina on Table Rock Lake 

~ WANT MO' LAKES? 
Tabl e Rock isn 't 
Misso uri 's onl y 
b ig gi e. Lea rn 
m ore at midwest 
livin g.com/ 
missourilakes . 


