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FISHING WITH CADE 
Amorning 
on Table 
Rock 
Laketo 
remember 

My 13-year-old son, 
Cade, has a l ot in com
mon with Jilnn.'.ly Houston 
when it comes to fishing. 
Not so 1nuch. the catching 
part, but th e kissing part . 

He i s a good fish 
smooch.er. The ac tu al 
fishing part is a challenge 
for Cade, who was born 
with Down syndrome. 

The day Cade was 
born., my wi£e and I were 
shocked upon. receiving 
the news of Down. syn
drome. It felt like I had 
fallen off a mountaintop. 

I was so th.rilled the day 
Linda and I found out we 
were having a son. "We 
already had two daugh
ters and a third would 
have been great, but deep 
down I really wanted a 
boy. 

It wasn't just me. My 
side of the family had 
expe ri enced a lon g run 
of Godfrey girls . Eve ry
o n e wanted a boy to 
keep the God£ r ey name 
going. 

We go t a boy, just not 
the boy we were expect 
ing, but what a boy h e is. 

After h e was born, 
people t o ld me I would be 
blessed by having a son 
with Dov;,rn. syndrome. 
At the time, I wasn't 
sure whether to believe 
them, but they were 
right. 

It is cha ll enging being 
Cade's dad at times, 
but over the years I've 
learne d to focus more on 
t h e things Cade can. do, 
and not what h e can't. 
And what he can do i s 
bring j oy to everyone h e 
meets. 

Cade likes being out
doors, but f i shing has 
mostly been a spectator 
sport for him when we 've 
gone. 

During our recent stay 
at Big Cedar Lodge near 
Branson, Missouri, the 
public relations fo lk s 

cade Godfrey . 13. of Edmond. catches a bass on Missouri•s 
Table Rock Lake with the help of fishing guide Tony Weld
ele of Rainbow Chasers Guide Service. [PHOTO BY LINDA LYNN. 
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hooked us up with fish
ing guide Tony We ld e l e, 
o-wn.e r of Rain.bow Chas
ers Guide Se r v i ce (417-
294-7335). 

We ventured out on. a 
hot, Septembe r m orn
ing on Tab l e Rock Lake 
for a couple of hours 
to see if we could get 
Cade to catch his first 
fish. 

The day before, Weld
e l e was part of a large 
group who guided kids 
from the "Make A Wish" 
program for a day of 
fishing on Table Rock 
Lake. 

Weldele, who lives on 
Table Rock Lake, grew 
up in St. Louis and was 
a Cardi n a l s' baseball 
fan so we hit it off right 
away, since I have been. 
a Cardinals' fan. since 
1967. 

He's guided fo r St. 
Louis Cardinals baseball 
players, Dal l as Cowboys 
players, professional 
golfers and many other 
ce l e briti es who have 
e njo yed the amenities at 
B i g Cedar . 

I told him n one of those 
fishing trips would be as 
memorable as thi s one. 
Living with Cade is lik e 
living with a leprechaun. 
Fishing with him is a sim
ilar adventure. 

He would ju.mp in 
Vv e ld ele ' s seat at every 
opportunity, want to 
push the buttons on the 
conso l e of the boat and 
tried to steal hi s cell
phone. 

Cade tries to take 
everyone ' s ce llph one . He 
can na v i gate o n e better 
than his old man.. My wife 
kept a hawkish eye o n him 
to ensure he didn't take 
the keys out of the boat 

and hide then."1, another 
trick he lik es to pull. 

Cade thinks all these 
pranks are great fun 
and it is for him. Cade's 
hljinks usually are for us, 
too, except for the time a 
ce llph one ended up in the 
bottom of a lake. 

Weldele baited some 
Canadian. night craw l ers 
on some spinning reels 
in hopes of landing some 
Missouri fish . We got 
bites immediately and 
lost them right away. "We 
even had three fish break 
the line, which prompted 
"We ld ele to ask if we had 
brought any ban.an.as 
aboa rd the boat. 

There is an old supe r
stitio n abou t bananas 
being bad l uck on fish -
ing boats. A quick ch.eek 
o n th e internet provides 
several explanations for 
this tall tale. Among them 
are: 

• When ships of ear 
lier e r as would sink, pre
c i ous littl e o th er than the 
bananas th ey had car ri ed 
would be fonnd floating 
on the surface, thereby 
l eaving some to conc lud e 
conveyance of the fruit 
itself had led to these 
naval mishaps. 

• Spiders, snakes and 
other lethal creatures 
would hitch a ride with 
the bananas in. the h o ld 
of ships and eve ntu ally 
in£est the other parts of 
the ship. 

• Because speedy ves
sels were used to get 
bananas to the their 
destinations before 
they co uld spoil, those 
attempting to fish from 
them never caught any
thing while trolling. 

We had not brought 
any bananas aboard, 
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Outdoor writer Ed Godfrey. and his son. Cade. show off a largemouth bass caught on 
Table Rock Lake in Missouri. [PHOTO BY LIND A LYNN . T H E OKLA HOM A N] 

but we did bring sev 
e ral stra'-Vber r y ban.an.a 
yogurts for Cade. Such 
snacks are vital on any 
kind of adventure with 
Cade. 

We conclu d ed o ur bad 
fishing luck surely must 
be the result of Cade's 
yogurt of choice. Just 
like at home. Cade is the 
£ir st suspect when any
thing i s missing or goes 
wrong. 

Fortunate ly. Cade h ad 
a ll the strawbe rr y ban.an.a 
yogurt eaten in the first 
30 minutes of the trip. 
Then the fish started bit
ing. 

Welde l e suddenly 
l a nd ed a bass, handed 
Cade the rod and reel and 

Cade handed me his apple 
jui ce. We ld e l e told me to 
grab th e net but wasn't 
impressed with my n et 
tin g sk ill s. In my defense, 
it's not easy trying to net 
a fish with one hand while 
trying not to spil l a carton 
of apple jui ce in the other. 

Cade needed help reel
ing in. the fish. but he got 
his trophy fis h in the boat. 
Vveldele unhooked the 
largemouth bass £or him, 
and Cade then. planted a 
kiss on its lips that wo uld 
have made Jimmy Hous 
ton proud. 

Cade then instructed 
his mom and dad to 
start catch in g fish, lik e 
we co uld do so on com
mand. We caught and 

released a few more Mis -
souri bass that morn
ing before calling it a 
day. 

Frankly, I think Cade 
e njo yed the boat rid e 
more th.an. the fishing. 
Vveldele even. let hi m help 
steer. Cade must h ave 
liked our fishing guide. 
because the more he pes
ters you. the more h e 
likes you. 

We set out to create a 
spec i al day for Cade and 
as u sua l he made it spe
c ial for us. 

Back at Bent Hook 
Marin.a, Cade boasted of 
catching more fish than 
anyone. He is such a liar. 
I g u .ess he really is a fish
e rman. . 

Archery hunting seasons open Monday 
Oklahoma 's statewide 

archery season for deer 
and other big game beg in s 
Monday. 

Last season, nearly 
98, 000 Oklahoma bow hunt
ers managed to take 29.084 
deer during the 16-week 
season. the most ever 
taken during the state's 
archery season. 

Bow hunters accounted 
for 27 perce nt of the deer 
taken during a ll of Oklaho
ma's deer hunting seasons 
i n 20 17 -18: Archery. muzzle
loader a nd g un. 

Archery deer season runs 
throug h Jan. 15 . Th e seaso n 
bag limit i s six deer, no 
more than two of which ca n 
be ant ler ed . 

Also on Monday, archery 
seasons open for elk. bear. 
ante lo pe a n d tu rke y. 

Arc hery season for elk o n 
pr i vate land run s through 
Jan. 15 in seven se le cted 
zones across the state w i th 
quotas on the num be r of 
elk that can be taken for 
each zone . 

Last season. 38 bu ll s 
and 27 cows were taken by 
Oklahoma bow hunters in 
12 count i es. 

Th e archery season in 
the specia l southwest 
zone, - private l and in 
Comanc he , Caddo and 
Kiowa co unti es - opens 
Oct. 6 and runs through 
Oct. 10. It then reopens 
Dec.Band runs through 
Dec. 12. 

Th ere is no quota for the 
specia l sout h west zo ne. 

Archery season for black 
bears in four southeastern 
Oklahoma co untie s ru n s 
through Oct . 21. Last year. 
39 bears were taken by bow 
hunters. about one-fou rth 
coming from public lands . 

The arc h e ry season in 
the Panhandle (C im a rr on 
County and the part of 
T exas County west of SH 
136) for pronghorn ante
lop e runs through Oct. 14. 
T we n ty-four ante lope were 
taken by bow hunt e r s la st 
season . 

In addition to the archery 

Oklahoma•s archery deer season opens Monday. [AP PHOTO] 

seasons. rabbit hunting 
season a lso opens on 
M onday and runs through 
M arch 15. 

Rose State College 
offers fishing class 

Rose State College in 

Midwest City is offering a 
class on fishing techniques 
to catch striped bass. 
hybrid bass and white bass 
in Oklahoma waters begin
ning Thursday. 

Th e class also meets Oct. 
11 and 18. 

Th e class will be ta ught 
by five Oklahoma fishing 
guides who specia li ze in 
catch ing str ip ers, hybrids 
and w hit e bass. 

Th e cost i s $89. 
T o enroll. ca ll Rose State 

Co lle ge at 405-733-7392 . 

Fly fishing tourney set 
for American Horse Lake 

Th e Oklahoma c h apter 
of the na t ion al Reel 
Recovery program w ill 
be h old in g i ts first fl y fish
ing bass tournament at 
American Horse Lake o n 
Oct. 7. 

The eve nt is a fundraiser 
to suppo rt the c h apter's 
two annual retreats held at 
Broken Bow. 

Reel Recovery is a 

national nonprofit organi
zation that provides free 
fishing retreats for men 
who have or have had 
cancer . Th e tournament fee 
is $50. 

First place prizes are 
guided fishing trips in New 
Mexico and to Beavers 
Bend State Park in south
eastern Ok lahoma . Th e 
tournament beg in s at 1 
p.m., and ang ler s can regis
ter on-s it e at noon or on line 
at ianglertournament.com. 

For more information. 
go to re e l recoveryok la
homa .o r g or Reel Recovery 
Oklahoma's Facebook 
page . 

Free fishing day 
in OKC on saturday 

Saturday is a free fish
ing day in Oklahoma City 
municipal waters. 

N o city fishing permit i s 
requ i red. 

Oklahoma City offe r s a 
free fishing day the first 
Saturday of every month. 


