


Outdoor Sports 

Mountain Tees 
Billionaire gives all you golfers 
good reason to head to the Ozarks 
BY DON NICHOLS 

S THE FOUNDER 

and CEO of 
Springfield, Mo.
based Bass Pro 
Shops, Johnny Morris 

loves the outdoors and harbors 
a particular passion for fishing. 
But lately , Morris has been bus y 
upping his golf game as well -
not so much to impro ve his own 
play, but to entice more golf-



loving guests to his Big Cedar Lodge, a rustic 
luxury resort that fronts Table Rock Lake in the 
Missouri Ozarks, eight miles south of Branson . 
He bough t the lodge, which now has 159 rooms 
and 89 cabins and cottages, in 1987 and has 
been expanding and improving it ever since . 

This past summer, the billionaire sportsman 
unveiled two golf courses near the lodge, and 
he has akeady built a clubhouse for anothe r 
one he hopes to open next year. As he sees it, the 
beauty and topography of the Ozar ks can make 
for golf every bit as stunning and awesome as the 
showcase comses he visited while researching 
his golf-development opportunities in his native 

Big Cedar Lodge 
Latitude 36° N Longitude 93° W 
Rooms 139 Cabins/Cottages 89 
Two new golf courses 9-hole 
Top of the Rock and 18-hole 
Buftalo l,idge Springs 
Info lJig-ceclar.com 

Show-Me State. ''We visited Bandon Dunes in Oregon 
and Whistling Straits at Kohler, and I think what we 
have here in the Ozarks ranks up there with them 
inch for inch," he says. "Our goal is to be a premier, 
first-class golf destination ." 

The two courses now open - Top of the Rock and 
Buffalo Ridge Springs - made their debut in June 
as co-hosts of the PGA Champ ions Tour Big Cedar 

Top of 
the Rock's 
Arnold 
Palmer 
Practiee 
Facility 



Indulge.I Travel/ 
Lodge Legends of Golf Tournament, won by the 
team of Fred Funk and JeffSluman. Here, a quick 
rundown on each one and why you'll want to tee up 
on them and hit their fairways. 

Top of the Rock Golf Course 
9 holes, 1,420 yards, par 27 

DESIGNER: Jack Nicklaus 
BACK STORY: Morris first 
opened it in 1996 but shut 
it down eigh t years ago 
after a kitch en fire in the 
restaura nt he operated 
on the same property. 
He decided he wanted 
to do much more with 
the acreage, so he quietly 
deve loped what he now 
calls the Top of the Rock 
(see sidebar for details). an 
impressive 463-acre. cliff· 
top project a mile north 
of the lodge that inc ludes 
the significa ntly improved 
and enhanced golf course. 
WHAT 'S SPECIAL ABOUT 
IT: Nicklaus mi xed it up 
wit h holes that are all 
unique. ·some are long, 
some are short. and you 
have to hit over water 
and over bunkers: says 
Eric Smi th. PGA head 
golf pro fessional. "'And 
the views are inc redible. 
especially on No. 2. a 
short hole that's straight 
down hill so you·re stari ng 

at unbelievable views 
of the lake." 
TWO NEW ADDITIONS 
ADD A REAL "WOW" 
FACTOR: An Arnold 
Palmer-designed practice 
range turns heads with 
its 16 target greens and 
three teeing decks. A 
70-square -foot putting 
course designed by 
Tom Watson features a 
20-foot elevation change 
from top to bottom. The 
Himalayas putting course 
at St. Andrews in Scotland 
inspired the latter. 

Top of the Rock 
holeNo.2 

Off the courses ... 
With a slew of other new attractions he has just 
opened or will open soon, Morris aims to increase 
Big Cedar's appeal to both golfers and non-golfers. 

Buffalo Ridge 
Springs hole 
Nu3 

Buffalo Ridge Springs Golf Course 
18 holes, 7,036 yards, par 71 

DESIGNER: Tom Fazio 
BACK STORY: Opened in 2000 
as the Branson Creek Golf Club. 
MorriS bought it late last year 
and shut it down for extensive 
renovation work and reopened 
lt With the new name. 
WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT IT: 
With five sets of tees. it's very 
playable for all golfers. Although 
the course doesn't border the 

On the horizon 

lake. MorriS has upped its appeal 
With new approac hes. new 
bunkers. and enhanced water 
features. and has given it a true 
nature preserve feel by adding 
native prairie grasses and about 
70 free-ranging bison. "There are 
lots of natural rock outcroppings 
and scenic views and vistas of 
the Ozarks: says Greg Thomas. 
PGA head golf professional. 

Stay tuned for how Morris reimagines the Murder Rock Golf Club, a 
course he bought at the same time he acquired nearby Branson Creek 
and then shut down. He now plans to develop it into a family-friendly, 
Gary Player-designed course called Buffalo Ridge Valley, which will cater 
to beginners and juniors. 

At Top of the Rock 
"7 Two new well-appointed 
restaurants - one American 
fine dining; the other. Mexican 
cuisine - and a bar are 
housed in attractive venues 
with plenty of Windows that 
take full adVantage of the 
splendid views. 
"7 A wine cellar stocked with 
American wines features a 
tasting bar. whiskey room. 
and cigar room 
~ A nature trail with 
eye-popping waterfalls and 
table-rock outcroppings 
leads to a dramatic four-story 
cave with a waterfall and 
viewing platforms. 
"7 A wedding chapel comes 
with jaw-dropping lake 
views. and honeymooners 
can get wzy in a nearby 

honeymoon cabin fashioned 
by local arusans and Amish 
craftsmen. 
~ An Ozark natural history 
museum opens later this 
year with numerous exhibits. 
including true-to-life dioramas 
of animals that once roamed 
the Ozarks: Native American 
artifacts such as arrowheads. 

necklaces. and weapons: and 
a Civil War history section_ 

At the resort 
Scheduled to open later 
this year. an 18.000-square
foot spa with 10 treatment 
rooms will pamper guests 
with a host of services and 
treatments, including a Vichy 
shower room. 

Just a few miles 
off-property 
An outdoor academy is also 
scheduled to open later this 
year. three miles southwest 
of the lodge. Plans call for it 
to offer both skeet and target 
shooting for all ages. with 
many educational programs 
specifically for children. A 
billiards room and hospitality 
bar will add to the fun. 
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